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              My husband Peter and I had the privilege of attending the NAMI National Convention in 
San Diego, June 20-24. The first thing I would like to report on, and indeed a highlight of the 
Convention, is the screening of the movie Canvas. The movie stars Joe Pantoliano, (the violent 
character Ralphie from The Sopranos), Marcia Gaye Harden and newcomer young Devon Gearhart. 
The author Joseph Greco chronicles his family’s journey through his Mother’s illness of 
schizophrenia. As we viewed the movie many of us were brought to tears. But through it all, we 
also saw the message of hope through the strength of the family’s love and commitment. 
        After the viewing, Greco, Pantoliano, Gearhart came on stage to discuss their experiences 
making the film. Harden was unable to attend the Convention. Pantoliano, who had no previous 
knowledge about mental illness, came to see that perhaps the odd behaviors of his Mother had their 
roots in mental illness. Also he was able to see his own struggles with depression over the last few 
years, not recognizing it previously. He is now ardently committed to the work of NAMI and to 
destigmatizing mental illness. Gearhart was also a wonderful spokesperson, agreeing that after 
working on this movie, he too had a greater respect of the mentally ill. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

          NAMI  Executive. Director, Mike Fitzpatrick, 
presents the Outstanding Media Award for the movie, 

Canvas to actors Joe Pantoliano and Devon Gearhart 

and director, Joe Greco. 

Canvas was produced with a budget of only 
$1,000,000. There is virtually no money left 
for promotion. We are asked to promote 

this film on our own, telling people about 

it, and most important of all, writing to 

Oprah. We know if she can invite the 

author and wonderful cast to her show, it 

would get all the publicity needed. For 

mailing address see Pg.11 in newsletter. 

To get further information you can go to 
www.canvasthefilm.com    The movie will 

be released in October. 
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     As an aside, I was sitting in the lobby of 
the hotel the next morning talking on my cell 
phone to my son Chris, who was experience-

ing another bout  with his  symptoms.  Chris 

is a huge fan of “The Sopranos”. At the same time, Joe “aka” Ralphie, was walking by. I left my 
conversation with Chris for a moment and greeted Joey and asked him if he could say hello to 
Chris, letting him know Chris’ condition. I handed the phone him and he spoke to Chris who was 
left speechless and couldn’t believe it was really Joe. He wished Chris well and went along his 
way. What a great experience, especially for Chris.  � 
 

  Visit the website, www.canvasthefilm.com to learn background information about this story. 

We need your help to promote this excellent movie when it is released in October. 
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